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Still children at heart
Student volunteers help at new Children’s Museum
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
This weekend, more than 150 Rose-
Hulman students joined forces with 
others in the Terre Haute community 
to inaugurate a new era in the history 
of the city’s Children’s Museum. Vol-
unteers from 10 different residence 
hall floors as well as other campus 
groups helped welcome more than 
7,000 visitors to the museum over 
the three-day Grand Opening. 
The help was definitely needed: the 
line for entry stretched at one point 
almost halfway around the block and 
on Saturday, there was a consistent 
line from the opening at 10 a.m. until 
4:51 p.m.
Rose’s association with the museum 
is not merely a chance relationship.
“It’s a science museum, and we’re 
the science school [in Terre Haute],” 
said Erik Hayes, Assistant Dean of 
Student Affairs and member of the 
Museum’s Board of Trustees.
Hayes, who coordinated the Rose 
volunteer effort, has been a member 
of the board since 2000 – the year he 
became Assistant Dean.
“I volunteered there as a student 
and I wanted to get involved in the 
community,” Hayes said.
In addition to Hayes, J. Scott Wil-
liams, Regional Development Officer, 
also serves on the museum’s Board of 
Trustees.
The Grand Opening highlights the 
attention Rose students place on ser-
vice.
“At one point on Saturday we just 
couldn’t keep up with the mess that all 
of the traffic the museum was getting 
[had created],” Hayes said. “I called 
Kate Pippins [Graduate Assistant 
for Student Affairs] and asked her to 
round up 10 guys with 10 brooms… 
to come down and clean up the mu-
seum. Students who weren’t even 
signed up went from sitting in their 
rooms to cleaning the whole museum 
within an hour.”
The new museum facility is a vast 
improvement over the old location, 
going from around 5000 square feet 
to over 20,000. In finding a new lo-
cation for the museum, Hayes noted 
that the Board felt it was important 
to keep it downtown. Indeed, the mu-
seum only moved 2 blocks from the 
old location on the 5th block of Wa-
bash Avenue to its current home at 
727 Wabash.
A huge outpouring of support from 
the local community allowed the mu-
seum to open completely in the black. 
The campaign for the new facility 
raised $5.6 million and was complet-
ed last week. In addition, the board 
has begun to raise funds for an en-
dowment targeted for $1 million for 
long term support of museum opera-
tions.






to the games yet 
to come
Homecoming 2010
Despite warnings from Vigo County Air Pollu-
tion Control and the traditional attempts to tear 
down the structure, the bonfire is on schedule to 
be lit Friday night. Check the inside of this special 
Homecoming issue for info about the process of 
building the fire and a preview of the weekend’s 
festivities.
Read more on pages 6-7
The new Children’s Museum features a variety of scientific exhibits, including this reconstructed T-Rex skeleton.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Summer classic Get Him To 
The Greek beats out available 
Apatow alternatives
Learn the right 
way to tackle 
an Oktoberfest 
party like a true 
German
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
the rose thorn
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Scott Gallmeier • news
Colin DeClue • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Carly Baehr • opinions
Andrew Klusman • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Emily Asman • copy
Luke Woolley • photo
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser
Eli Baca • writer
Michael Ishmael • writer
Matt Melton • writer
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Hobey Tam • writer
Kurtis Zimmerman • writer
Rose Brewer • puzzles
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Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
 ursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
U.S. citizenship is required. NSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All applicants for employment are considered without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation, or status as a parent.
KNOWINGMATTERS
You already know that intelligence is vital to national 
security. But here’s something you may not know.
The National Security Agency (NSA) is the only agency 
charged with generating intelligence from foreign signals 
and protecting U.S. systems from prying eyes.
Make a critical difference with what you know at NSA.
Get to know NSA.
Please bring a resume and 
unofficial transcript.
Wednesday, October 6
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sports and Recreation Center
Interviews: 
Thursday, October 7
8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
NSA is Coming to Your Campus
CAREERS  AT THE  N ATIONAL  S ECURITY A GENCY
where intelligence goes to work®
Meet and Talk with Recruiters to Discover Excellent 
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A student, who injured no one 
but himself, terrorized the 
University of Texas at Austin 
campus on Tuesday morn-
ing. Dressed in a ski mask, the 
student fired five shots with 
an AK-47 assault rifle before 
killing himself on the sixth 
floor of the Perry-Castaneda 
campus library. Campus po-
lice canceled classes for the 
day and locked down the cam-
pus until it was established 
that the shooter acted alone. 
Some confusion resulted ini-
tially from witnesses who 
provided varying descrip-
tions of the shooter; authori-
ties later confirmed that there 
was in fact only one shooter, 
not two as was believed ear-
lier in the day. Professor Ran-
dall Wilhite told CNN that “It 
appeared to me he was not 




The Paris landmark was evacu-
ated for the second time this 
month on Tuesday after its op-
erators received a bomb threat 
from an anonymous caller at a 
public telephone. Like the first 
threat on September 14th, the 
threat turned out to be a false 
alarm. The incidents have 
raised concerns for the French 
National Police, with Interior 
Minister Brice Hortefeux say-
ing that “The threat is real 
[and] we have stepped up our 
vigilance.” The government 
has also received informa-
tion from the Algerian intel-
ligence agency that Al-Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb (Al-
Qaeda’s North African branch) 
was planning an imminent at-
tack on the French mainland.
Text bans don’t 
stop crashes
In fact, the bans – currently 
enforced in 30 states – may 
by increasing crashes. The 
Highway Data Loss Institute 
released a new report indicat-
ing that “In a perverse twist, 
crashes increased in three of 
the four states we studied af-
ter bans were enacted.” The 
report suggests that banning 
texting may in fact push driv-
ers to do so more surrepti-
tiously to hide their activities 
from other drivers and law 
enforcement officers, which 
increases the overall risk of 
an accident. A lack of enforce-
ment is “a likely reason texting 
bans aren’t reducing crashes,” 
according to the institute. They 
found that among 18-24 year-
olds, 45% reported texting in 
states that ban the practice.
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Most footballs will only ever see the 
100 yards of the playing field. One ball 
used in last week’s HCAC game at Han-
over College, however, traveled thou-
sands of times that distance.
Members of the Rose-Hulman and 
Hanover chapters of Phi Gamma Delta 
collaborated last week for the Fiji Foot-
ball Run, a charity event designed to 
raise money for the Red Cross. Frater-
nity members from both chapters ran 
segments of a 148-mile path between 
the two colleges to deliver a football 
used at the kickoff of the Hanover 
game.
“We wanted a philanthropy that 
could make a lot of money for the Red 
Cross, since we kind of felt we’d un-
derachieved these last few years,” Billy 
Buell, sophomore mechanical engi-
neering major and a Rose-Hulman Fiji, 
said. “We talked to Virginia Tech and 
between them and Virginia they’ve had 
a lot of success [with the Football Run]. 
So that’s how we got the idea.”
Runners left the Rose-Hulman Fiji 
house at 7:30 a.m. and came  to cam-
pus to pick up the footballw before de-
parting for Hanover. 43 participants 
from Rose-Hulman ran segments of the 
route, accompanied by volunteer driv-
ers from the Red Cross.
The ball made it to Hanover last Sat-
urday at 7:59 a.m. with plenty of time 
to spare before kickoff. The local Fiji 
house is still collecting some donations 
but so far has raised around $15,000 
for the Red Cross.
Buell said Fiji was pleased with the 
success of the run and already has 
plans in store for next year.
“We’re actually getting ready this 
winter to start planning the event next 
year, which will go from Hanover to 
Rose-Hulman for our homecoming 
game,” Buell said.
Greeks unite to clean 
campus for Homecoming
Left: two Fijis hand off the kickoff football to an HCAC official af-
ter running it from Terre Haute to Hanover, Ind.  — a distance of 
almost 150 miles. Above: Fijis and Red Cross workers show off a 
check for almost $15,000, the total raised by the Football Run. Stu-
dents raised money by selling T-shirts and taking pledges.
Joe Weist • Rose-Hulman Fiji
Rose-Hulman, Hanover Fijis 
fundraise for Red Cross
The Rose campus is a little more beautiful now, thanks to the efforts of Greeks around campus. Darcie Thomas, Graduate 
Assistant in the Office of Student Affairs, organized the event, which saw more than 110 affiliated students show up and help 
out. The event is an annual tradition for fraternities and sororities.
Dale Long • Rose-Hulman News
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Hobey Tam • staff writer
What can I say about this 
film that hasn’t already 
been said in a “40 Year 
Old Virgin” or “Knocked 
Up” review? This film is 
another Apatow film only 
without Apatow at the 
helm. Nicholas Stoller 
(“Forgetting Sarah Mar-
shall”) is directing and 
using Apatow’s hilarious 
cast the way it should be 
utilized. Starring in this 
twisted romantic com-
edy is fan favorite Russell 
Brand (“Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall”) as Aldous Snow, 
Jonah Hill (“Superbad”) as 
Aaron Green, and costarring 
Sean Combs as himself in 
his record label capacity.
The story begins with Aar-
on as a label promoter try-
ing to make his own in this 
world and his record label 
chair tells him to bring Al-
dous Snow, a huge rockstar, 
back onto a comeback tour. 
Unfortunately, Aldous has 
gone on a downward spiral 
and has been drowning in 
drugs and alcohol since his 
latest album flop. Thus be-
gins the epic saga filled with 
“Harold and Kumar” and 
“The Hangover” jokes and 
off color comedy to which 
we have become accus-
tomed. Jonah Hill compli-
ments ths brand of laughs 
perfectly as he tries to get 
Aldous back to the Greek, 
a Los Angeles-based venue 
staged to initiate his come-
back tour.
Cutting to the chase, this 
movie delivered. It is a 
comedy any sort of person 
should be entertained by, 
so long as he doesn’t get of-
fended too easily. There’s 
just something about the 
Apatow cast that people, es-
pecially the college popula-
tion, find entertaining. They 
are fresh with new lines that 
you would have never fath-
omed of. Plot development 
is linear, but the emotions 
portrayed are very tension-
filled and raw. There is 
character development pre-
sent throughout the film. 
This is a picture to be reck-
oned with, not your average 
push-over comedy.
I would recommend this 
picture to anyone – male, 
female, teenager, parent – 
most would find it worth 
their buck. I would provide 
the same recommendation 
to any context – date, guys/
girls night out, celebration, 
etc. I believe this movie has 
high rewatchability because 
it’s easy going and has that 
feel good vibe. Thus, you 
better get Get Him to the 
Greek into your collection 
as soon as possible.
Review rating: 4 elephants
“Greek” better than Apatow fare
The poster for “Get Him to the Greek”  hints at the comic 
awkwardness contained within
http://hiphoppress.com
Ryne Bell • monkey writer
The new (June 2010) solo 
album “The Boxer” is by Kele 
(Kele Okereke), the lead singer 
and rhythm guitarist for the 
popular alternative rock band 
Bloc Party. In general, it’s a de-
cent album, however it mostly 
seems like packaging for Kele’s 
two singles “Tenderoni” and 
“Everything You Wanted,” 
with some fillers in between. 
There’s nothing extraordinary 
and new, but “The Boxer” does 
have good variety. The album 
is primarily electronic, but also 
manages to integrate guitar, 
vocals, piano, and an occasion-
al break-beat along with more 
traditional trance pads (“All 
the Things I could Never Say”) 
and some interesting saw syn-
thesis (“On the Lamb”). There 
are no bad songs on this album, 
and the best by far is “Tendero-
ni.” However, other than that 
nothing really stands out. Give 
the album a listen but don’t buy 
it, it’s just okay.






Here’s what your Greek 
community has been up to:
IFC accepted a Certificate 
of Appreciation on behalf 
of all Rose students from 
the Trees Inc. Organization 
here in Terre Haute for 20 
years of service with them.
Rush is closed from mid-
night Friday, October 1st 
(Thursday night Friday 
morning) till Sunday, Oc-
tober 3rd at 1:00 PM.
Some up and coming Rush 
Events:
Alpha Tau Omega is host-
ing Bowling with Chi Ome-
ga on Tuesday, October 
5th.
Sigma Nu is having a cook-
out at the house on Sunday, 
October 3rd at noon and 
Pizza Hut at the house on 
Thursday, October 7th at 
6:00 PM.
Delta Sigma Phi is going to 
Crackers Comedy Club on 
Thursday, October 7th.
Phi Gamma Delta is host-
ing Gladiator Night on 
Monday, October 4th.
Pi Kappa Alpha is doing a 
Drive-In Theatre and Bon-
fire on Tuesday, October 
5th and Wings and the 
Driving Range on Wednes-
day, October 7th.
Triangle is hosting Mexi-
can Hell on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5th.





Hometown: Crystal Lakes, 
IL
Future: Would like to work 
for a couple of years before 
going back and getting his 
MBA at Norhwestern.
Accomplishments while 
at Rose: Varsity Letterman 
Baseball, Second team All-
conference Baseball, Deans 
List honoree, IFC representa-
tive, Triangle Vice President 
When asked “What was 
the biggest benefit you re-
ceived from going Greek 
here at Rose-Hulman?”: 
The Support system and hav-
ing life-long friends, along 
with an alumni base that can 
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Kayte Johnston • monkey writer
England knows how to har-
vest dance music, and Delphic 
is this decade’s response to 
the 80s’ New Order.  Acolyte 
serves as an outstanding first 
effort for the band, one of the 
groups of the BBC Sound of 
2010.  Typical of electronic 
music, the band tends to rely 
on rhythm and creating an am-
biance, but their songs manage 
to have structures fitting of 
alternative rock.  Similar to 
Mute Math’s debut, mor-
phed guitars and a substan-
tial use of backing vocals 
generate a consistently full 
sound, comparable to that 
of M83.  What brings Del-
phic to the front of the pack 
is that they are never in one 
place for too long.  With their 
addition of a drummer and 
frequent use of lead vocals, 
they have avoided making 
an album that sounds like 
45 minutes of reverberation. 
Demonstrated by the sim-
ple, driving guitar in “Halcyon,” 
they seem more concerned with 
creating an atmosphere instead 
of showcasing fancy instrumen-
tal work.  Delphic takes all of 
these songs somewhere, though 
a few take a while to open up. 
Even in these cases, the result 
pays off in a big way.  
Suggested Tracks:  Clarion 
Call, The Momentary, Doubt, 
Halcyon
Review rating: 4 elephants
http://last.fm
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Richard Thai • guest writer
It is about time that Rose-
Hulman went through with 
its major website changes. 
And while the work-in-pro-
gress has yet to affect all of 
our major pages, the chang-
es that have been realized 
are to be applauded.
Our previous text-centric 
main page has stepped up to 
a colorful front with a focus 
on pictures that no longer 
need to compete with large 
text for attention. Most of 
the things worthy of atten-
tion are placed carefully 
and intuitively: the search 
bar is in an easier-to-access 
location, links of interest to 
Rose-Hulman’s discourse 
community (left-aligned 
and lower-case) are more 
distinct from publicity links 
(higher left-aligned and all-
caps), the address and con-
tact number now reserve a 
proper section, and links 
to the institute’s social net-
working pages are modestly 
placed in their own corner. 
In addition, the decision to 
remove the Quick Links bar 
for the search box is almost 
intuitive: people should not 
have to guess what category 
their query falls under, they 
ought to be able to attack it 
directly.
A step deeper into the 
website reveals that more 
intricate thought was put 
into user accessibility. 
Links intended for specific 
groups (such as prospective 
students, current students, 
etc.) disclose structure that 
classifies another distinct 
set of links that justify at-
tention. The links of inter-
est for the general public 
maintain a streamlined feel 
as well. The Admissions & 
Financial Aid page splays 
out a beautiful photo of 
Percopo Hall while high-




tematically aligns academic 
departments, programs of 
study, minors, and certifi-
cates; and Offices & Ser-
vices sets up the quintes-
sential directory—smoothly 
shading out different links 
based on what catalogue 
users roll over.
Aside from all of the pret-
ty colors and fonts, there 
are a few changes that are 
hopefully put forth by the 
expected time of the web-
site’s completion. The 
search bar has yet to dis-
tinguish between Google 
searches of the website and 
on-campus personnel—a 
capability that existed on 
the Search Link of the pre-
vious website. Our reju-
venated main page—while 
informative—multi-tasks 
more content than the typi-
cal user would care to read 
through. Rose-Hulman’s 
logo can be found plastered 
in duplicate on multiple 
pages. And the amount of 
menu styles that pop up 
through the site borders on 
overflow:  the Admissions 
& Financial Aid has links 
in triplicate, even going as 
far to include an option to 
view a Super Menu.  But 
who knows? Maybe months 
from now there will be an 
article on how our Office of 
Communications and Mar-
keting worked out the kinks 
in their perfect formula for 
making big changes with 
miniscule amounts of input 
from the community it af-
fects. I sincerely hope this 
is the case.
All of these gripes are 
consoled only by the 
fact that this project has 
months to go before its 
planned completion. And 
ultimately, the biggest con-
cern of all is whether we—
the heavy end-users—will 
find it to be as intuitive and 
easy-to-manage as all of the 
hype is making it out to be. 
After all, website design 
is inherently intertwined 
with its usability. Let’s just 
hope these up-and-coming 





Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Everyone grew up in a different household, and 
every student has his or her own habits and ways of 
cleaning, or not cleaning. I’m OK with this fact; when 
I go to another person’s room or apartment, I try to 
abide by their rules and habits. All I’m asking is to 
receive the same courtesy in return.
Yes, I appreciate it when you offer to help me clean 
up if I make dinner. However, you have to realize that 
sometimes having a person help is more stressful 
than not getting help. I’m a bit OCD when it comes 
to doing my laundry or washing my dishes, and if you 
don’t know my little ticks or don’t want to conform to 
them, please don’t help.
It’s one thing when a person dries the dishes after 
I wash them. That’s helpful, since it gets them out of 
the sink and out of my way. It’s quite another when 
a person put the dishes away, only for me to find out 
later that the sets of plates are all mixed or a bowl is 
inserted between them; I’d rather have put them away 
myself and saved you the effort. Anyone who has seen 
my kitchen or lived with me can attest to this.
This is the same when a person stacks dirty dishes. 
For me, there cannot be silverware left between the 
dinner plates since this makes the stack unstable and 
prone to being knocked over.
So please understand when you offer to help me 
clean up after dinner and I politely decline. Unless 
I’ve seen your kitchen and know that your habits are 
similar to mine, I will probably spend most of the 
time that we’re cleaning up worrying whether I’ll 
have to fix it later.
It’s my apartment, and I’ll clean how I want to
The new Rose-Hulman website features an updated look and a more user-friendly format.
rose-hulman.edu
Fifty years ago, the world had 
gatekeepers. The music labels 
controlled which artists got pro-
moted; dictatorial governments 
made state-run media parrot 
official party lines. It was also 
easier to enforce laws: shoplift-
ing was a clear-cut instance of 
theft; libelous comments were 
rarely heard from the everyday 
citizen and were quickly dealt 
with under libel laws.
That’s not the case anymore.
The Internet and the vari-
ous technologies that have ac-
companied its rise have forever 
changed the distribution of 
power between the corpora-
tion, the government, and the 
citizen. Naturally, the losers in 
the redistribution—the corpo-
ration and the government—
will do everything in their 
power to keep things the way 
they are or put them back to 
the way they were. But, this is 
the wrong strategy; rather than 
preserving their business mod-
el or governmental authority, 
banning or interfering with the 
growth of technology will lead 
to destruction and degradation 
of both.
Peer-to-peer file sharing sys-
tems have been around practi-
cally since the creation of the 
public Internet, and have only 
grown in popularity as broad-
band speeds increase. Users on 
those networks discovered they 
were a great way to trade ille-
gally-obtained media content 
(books, movies, music, etc.)  and 
began doing so to the tune of 1 
billion illegally-obtained tunes 
per week. The media industry 
(labels, studios, and their bully 
organizations RIAA and MPAA) 
got angry at the loss of control; 
within the course of a year or 
two they’d gone from being the 
exclusive gatekeepers of all the 
‘hot’ entertainment content to 
watching music sales tank (an 
aside: numerous studies have 
found that there is no causal re-
lationship between file sharing 
and music purchases, despite 
what the RIAA would have us 
believe). 
So, they reacted in a typi-
cally authoritative fashion: 
they called out the lawyers and 
started suing everyone and any-
one even remotely related to 
file sharing. Fast-forward a few 
years: the RIAA finally admits 
that all those lawsuits didn’t do 
jack to prevent file sharing. Eve-
ry time they shut someone down 
(from Napster back in the day 
to isoHunt last year) someone 
newer and sneakier showed up 
ready to go. Music in the digital 
form is an infinite good: it costs 
essentially nothing to make a 
copy of the bits representing 
an MP3 file. So, some of the 
smaller labels and independent 
artists got smart: they started 
charging for finite goods that 
provided some additional value 
besides the music.
Where corporations sue, 
governments whip out the ban 
hammer. A new study came out 
this week telling the world what 
most people under 25 had al-
ready figured out: texting bans 
don’t reduce traffic collisions; 
rather, they increase them! 
Why?  It’s easy to hide the act 
of texting under the dashboard. 
Banning texting led to more 
crashes because people started 
hiding their actions under the 
dashboard and out of sight… 
which increased those actions’ 
potential to cause accidents! It’s 
easy enough for a police officer 
to identify a speeding vehicle or 
a driver without a seatbelt, but 
catching the texting driver isn’t 
nearly as easy. So, the govern-
ment would have caused fewer 
accidents by doing nothing 
about the texting problem than 
they did by banning it.
Banning technologies doesn’t 
work. It hasn’t stopped citi-
zens in Iran and China from 
accessing the real Internet, it 
hasn’t reduced traffic collisions 
caused by texting while driv-
ing, and it hasn’t stopped the 
file sharing pandemic faced by 
the entertainment industry. 
The gatekeepers of yesteryear 
will not have a part in today’s 
ecosystem unless they can work 
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Clockwise from opposite bottom left: 
Speed Hall’s build day lays a solid 
foundation; Deming Hall starts the 
upward trend; BSB Hall piles on the 
pallets; minus the outhouse, the bon-
fire reaches its final height.
This page from top: preparations for 
the Innovation Expo pavilions outside 
Cook Stadium are completed in plen-
ty of time; the official Homecoming 
2010 banner welcomes visitors to the 
Innovation Expo; Bonfire Committee 
leader and senior mechanical/elec-
trical engineering major Mitch Pet-
tigrew shows off the progress made 
before BSB Hall’s build day.




Andrew Ulrey • guest writer
I woke up on race morn-
ing at 4:30 a.m.; it was time 
to begin the last minute 
preparations before walking 
from our hotel over to Lake 
Monona and the transition 
area.  Although it was an 
early morning I’m not sure 
I could have gotten more 
sleep even if I wanted.  The 
anticipation and excitement 
for the event was high, and 
I could not wait to finally 
participate in the event cul-
minating in about two years 
of training.
The swim start was chaos 
as expected with approxi-
mately 2500 people all 
starting at the same time. 
However, this didn’t keep 
me from getting off to a 
quick start.  My brother and 
I had decided to meet each 
other at a specific buoy in an 
attempt to staying together 
throughout the entire race. 
I came out of the water at 
about 58 minutes and did 
the run up a helix into the 
transition area, a gorgeous 
building with a huge open 
parking garage where the 
bikes are racked and at-
tached to the convention 
center where the changing 
areas are located and the 
welcome dinner was held.  
After a quick change and 
run out to my bike, I was off 
down the other helix.  The 
bike course was extremely 
scenic and the roads were 
in pretty good condition, 
but all that scenery came 
with a price:  lots of climb-
ing.  Throughout the first 
30 miles my brother and 
I alternated who took the 
lead until the point when I 
turned around and he was 
gone.  I decided to stop at 
the restroom in the next 
aid area, letting a volunteer 
hold my bike.  Upon exit-
ing she told me my brother 
had passed, so off I went in 
hopes of catching him again. 
About 40 miles later, I saw 
my parents and asked if Mi-
chael was still ahead of me, 
only  to find out the aid sta-
tion person lied to me!  By 
this point Michael was too 
far back and it was no long-
er worth waiting for him-we 
were racing alone from here 
out.  Upon finishing the bike 
portion, I was feeling worn 
out but happy to be done 
with another part of the 
race.
Going into the run, my 
legs were certainly tired but 
I was hopeful of making a 
good finish.  Two miles in 
things took a turn for the 
worse, when my quads in 
both legs cramped up and I 
spent the next couple min-
utes stretching until I re-
sumed with a walk.  Sadly 
this was how things contin-
ued throughout the rest of 
the run:  a run followed 
by cramping, resulting in 
more walking.  Shortly I 
realized a brisk walk would 
be better than attempts 
at running.  Although I 
couldn’t run, I talked to 
some pretty cool people 
with unique stories during 
this portion.  By the end 
of the marathon I had re-
sumed more running and 
finished strong in just un-
der 13 hours.  
The Ironman was a great 
experience and an enjoy-
able one at that despite 
a slightly disappointing 
marathon.  I have learned a 
lot about myself and can’t 
wait for the time when I get 




After a quick 
change and 
run out to my 
bike, I was 
off down the 
other helix to 
continue...
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Imagine working for an innovative organization that will take you from 
a new grad to a manufacturing management professional. Then make 
it happen with International Paper’s REACH engineering program. 
A global leader in paper and packaging products, we touch your life 
every day with our extensive products used in practically every market. 
Focused on growth and bold ideas, we’re looking for like-minded 
engineers with degrees in:
Chemical, Mechanical or Electrical Engineering, 
or Pulp and Paper Science
Right from the start, you’ll experience challenging work and learn from 
industry experts about the skills, processes, equipment, and tools 
you’ll need to succeed. 
We will be on campus:
• October 6 – Career Fair & Info Session
• October 7 – Interviews
Contact the Career Services Center to register, email your resume to 
MillCollegeRecruit@ipaper.com or stop by our booth. EOE, M/F/D/V
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Making time for service
Kurtis Zimmerman 
webmaster
Time, time, time: three 
things most students at 
Rose-Hulman — well, most 
students in general — lack. 
Most students are taking 
upwards of sixteen credit 
hours worth of class and 
probably carry a job or two 
if not a few extra-curricular 
activities to work around 
between the homework and 
studying.  When a few extra 
hours — or even minutes — 
present themselves, the first 
idea that pops into most 
students’ minds is to grab 
some sleep or get caught up 
on work and/or reading.
So it comes as no surprise 
that fitting in a few hours 
of volunteer work here and 
there is challenging.  It may 
come as a shock, however, 
that many engineers here 
on campus do devote a lot of 
their time to service activi-
ties.  It may sound like a ter-
rible feat to take some time 
to help others, but I prom-
ise that you do have time. 
You may need to take some 
time to look around in your 
schedule and plan ahead a 
little bit, but it is completely 
manageable.
For instance, this past 
weekend I had a chance to 
help out during the grand 
opening weekend of the 
Children’s Museum in Terre 
Haute.  I knew I had to work 
hard to complete my home-
work, study for my lingering 
fourth week tests, and knock 
out a couple extra tasks that 
crept up during the week, 
so I pummeled through my 
homework Saturday morn-
ing and afternoon and it 
was so worth it.  My night at 
the Children’s Museum was 
fun-filled and I felt help-
ful at the same time.  Sure, 
I’m not as prepared for my 
Probability test as I could 
be, but I was able to pro-
vide some of my time for the 
community and that accom-
plishment is rewarding.
And if you’re afraid of 
sacrificing your Saturday 
or Sunday to some sort of 
service activity, don’t be! 
Even just a couple hours 
of devoting your time at an 
animal shelter, a local park, 
or other public center can 
be a major help.  Plan to be 
awake a couple extra hours 
Sunday night wrapping up 
your weekend to-do list, and 
all is well.  Even better, plan 
your volunteer events a week 
or more in advance and you 
can spend a few extra min-
utes every night working 
ahead to be ready when the 
weekend, and the service 
event, comes along.
The benefits of volunteer-
ing your time for a great 
cause are many.  Besides 
that warm fuzzy feeling you 
get inside knowing you’ve 
helped someone in need, 
you can also use your ser-
vice hours on scholarship 
applications and even your 
resume if necessary.  Know-
ing you helped out a worthy 
cause is akin to knowing 
you’ve helped someone you 
know with a challenging 
problem or computer issue; 
you have provided a useful 
service and also know that 
you have been a kind and 
honorable citizen.
The Rose-Hulman Day of 
Service will surely be creep-
ing up in our inboxes any 
day, but the truth of the 
matter is that you can help 
any time you have a few 
extra hours.  With a hectic 
work and study schedule, 
this can present a challenge, 
but through effective time 
management and the sacri-
fice of a weekend night here 
and there, you can provide 
yourself to a noble cause 
and know that you made a 
difference.
Are you good at living?  Eaten at a tasty Hau-
tian restaurant?  Have wild and crazy antics 
over Homecoming weekend?  Write for us at:  
thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu!
”If you’re afraid of sac-rificing your 
Saturday or 
Sunday to 




8 Living issue 4
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
This past weekend I and 
the two other Rose students 
studying at the University of 
Magdeburg decided to take 
a spur-of-the-moment trip 
to Munich for Oktoberfest.  I 
have never experienced any-
thing similar in all my years 
and I don’t think I will, even 
if I do come back in the fu-
ture.  
Let me just say, if you are 
going to do a spur-of-the-
moment trip in Germany, 
expect to pay a lot more for 
your transportation.  Tick-
ets bought three days in ad-
vance are about half price. 
Our tickets, bought Thursday 
night for a Friday departure, 
were close to €100.  Not dol-
lars, Euros.  
Also, if you plan to ever go 
to Oktoberfest, plan to book 
a hotel or hostel a year in 
advance.  Prices climb dur-
ing the festival and hotel 
availability drops, so if you 
just want to visit Munich, go 
some other time during the 
year.  One of my sorority sis-
ters has a cousin who lives 
in Munich who was willing 
to host us, making the whole 
trip possible.  
Before we went to the festi-
val, the three of us decided to 
buy the traditional outfits of 
the Bavarian people since we 
would have looked very out 
of place in a beer tent without 
them.  Dirndls and Lederho-
sen are sold in almost every 
shop and most people on the 
streets during Oktoberfest 
were them.  
Dirndls can be long or 
short but there is definitely a 
point where they start look-
ing more American Hallow-
een than Oktoberfest.  As 
such there are many cheap 
dirndls and there are many 
dirndls that look cheap. 
Since most people at the fes-
tival have over-partaken in 
the festivities, I would sug-
gest one at least knee length 
or you will have people mak-
ing lewd suggestions.  If you 
are going to wear an apron 
with your dirndl, make sure 
you tie it on the appropriate 
side; tie on the left if you are 
single, on the right if you are 
taken.  
Lederhosen are expensive 
but will last forever as long 
as you stay the same size. 
These can be accompanied 
with a long sleeve button up, 
long socks, and boots.  Don’t 
worry if you spill something 
on them; the more stains you 
have, the more stories you 
have.  
Once we were appropri-
ately dressed, we headed to 
the festival to try to get into 
a tent.  We were there during 
Italian Weekend, when Okto-
berfest is even more crowd-
ed.  What was even worse 
was that it was drizzling most 
of the time.  We stood in line 
for at least an hour waiting to 
get into a tent but the people 
inside weren’t giving up their 
seats so we ended up going to 
a beer garden.  
You can meet a lot of cool 
people if you just awkward-
ly insert yourself into their 
group.  We found this out 
when the guy in our group 
joined another group’s toast. 
It turned out they were Ital-
ian, which is a language I 
speak so we hung out with 
them for awhile.  We also met 
some Austrians, but sadly 
we didn’t have the chance to 
speak with any Germans.  
Even though we didn’t have 
the chance to see the inside of 
a tent, it was awesome just to 
be at the 200th Oktoberfest. 
While there won’t be another 
one with as cool of a name 
for at least another 50 years, 
the festival grows each year 
with more and more people 
attending.  For those of you 
planning to attend next year, 
try to plan your trip for dur-
ing the week.  The tents will 
be less crowded and you’ll 
have a better chance of get-
ting in one.  
All in all, our Oktoberfest 
Adventure was worth the ex-
tra travel expenses and the 
expensive Bavarian clothes. 
If you have a chance to see 
Oktoberfest, I would highly 
suggest it.  Happy Adventur-
ing!  
An Oktoberfest adventure
When in Bavaria, do as the Bavarians!  Melissa Schwenk, Kevin Collins, and Brittany Willis 
model their lederhosen and dirndls in anticipation of attending the 200th Oktoberfest. 
Melissa Schwenk • The Rose Thorn
I am probably going to attend several parties.  And also 
attempt to make the world’s largest marshmellow toaster, 
because we’re not allowed to get near the bonfire this year.  
Clearly, I need a longer stick.
Noel Spurgeon, Flipside Editor
Trying not to be on fire.  It’s a constant problem I have.
Colin DeClue, Entertainment Editor
I’m looking forward to hanging out with all of my friends 
who have graduated already.  Also looking forward to fire.
Carly Baehr, Opinions Editor
Catching up on all the sleep I’ve been missing out on over 
the last three weeks.  And doing my utmost to light Colin 
on fire.  
Tim Ekl, Editor-in-Chief
I will probably make a vain attempt to catch up on my 
homework, but in reality I will probably chill out with my 
floor.  
Alex Mullans, Editor-in-Chief
I plan on catching up with recent graduates, while enjoy-
ing some choice drinks.  
Tim Boyer, Sports Editor
I’ll be seeing all of my friends who are coming back, and 
we’ll close off the night with a loud, deafening, oh-my-
God-who-is-killing-that-cat session of karaoke.  
Andrew Klusman, Business Manager
Hanging out with alumni from my fraternity and trying to 
decompress from all the schoolwork.





Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy student-athletes combined for 
three Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference Player of the Week awards 
in results released today.
Sophomore tennis player Melissa 
Montgomery, senior women’s soccer 
player Molly Richardson and junior 
men’s soccer player Clint Vatterrodt 
were honored for their efforts last 
week.
Montgomery played a key role in 
Rose-Hulman’s 5-4 come-from-be-
hind victory over Franklin College on 
Saturday that propelled the Fightin’ 
Engineers to their first regular season 
conference championship in the his-
tory of tennis at the college.
Montgomery fought off three match 
points in a third-set tiebreaker against 
Franklin, then closed the match out 
with two points of her own to claim 
a 6-1, 3-6, 1-0 (9) victory at the No. 
4 singles position.  She also contrib-
uted a singles win over Hanover in the 
nightcap, and teamed with Sage Sack-
ett for a 1-1 mark in doubles play.
Montgomery improved to 6-4 in sin-
gles play and 4-3 in doubles play this 
season with the weekend performance. 
Her career singles record at Rose-Hul-
man also improved to 13-12.
The effort helped the women’s ten-
nis team capture their first regular 
season conference championship by 
completing an 8-0 league schedule. 
Rose-Hulman will compete for a bid 
to the NCAA Division III Tournament 
at the HCAC Tournament on October 
15.
Richardson scored both Rose-Hul-
man goals last weekend and also as-
sisted on the game winning goal in the 
2-1 overtime victory at Marian Univer-
sity last week.
Richardson is tied for the team lead 
with four goals this season and ranks 
third in school history with 48 career 
goals and 117 points.  She has also 
earned first-team all-conference hon-
ors during every season of her college 
career.  Richardson and the Engineers 
host The College of Mount St. Joseph 
tomorrow.
Vatterrodt tied Rose-Hulman’s 
school record for men’s soccer goals 
in a match to lead the Engineers past 
Hanover 9-0 on Saturday.
With the effort, Vatterrodt tied the 
previous mark of five set by Jamie 
Huller against St. Meinrads in 1982. 
He leads the HCAC with eight goals 
and 17 points.
Rose-Hulman stands 4-5-2 on the 
men’s soccer season and hosts The 
College of Mount St. Joseph tomor-
row.
Three Engineers named 
HCAC Athlete of the Week
Melissa Montgomery fought off three 
match points in a third-set tiebreaker 
against Franklin.
Rose-Hulman News
Molly Richardson scored both Rose-
Hulman goals last weekend against 
Millikin and Hanover. 
Rose-Hulman News
Clint Vatterrodt tied Rose-Hulman’s 
school record for men’s soccer goals in 
a match with five against Hanover.
Ryan Fuller • modulus photographer
Kurtis Zimmerman
staff writer
The Engineers suffered a confer-
ence loss in their first HCAC game 
of the season when they traveled 
to take on the Hanover Panthers. 
The two offenses pushed to keep 
the game as close as possible, but 
in the end Hanover College came 
off the field with a 52-31 win.
Sophomore civil engineering 
student Mitch Snyder made 12 
successful passes 12 out of 24 
times to help  the Rose-Hulman 
offense gain 393 yards and lead 
the game 24-10 in the first half. 
Kyle Kovach, fellow sophomore 
civil engineering student, rushed 
for 121 yards and brought in two 
touchdowns for the Fightin’ En-
gineers.  Senior mechanical engi-
neer Reed Eason was responsible 
for one touchdown in the high-
scoring game.
Seniors Scott Eaton and Andrew 
Couch, mechanical and electri-
cal engineering students respec-
tively, led the defense in stops for 
the day.  Eaton recorded seven 
tackles and three tackles-for-loss 
and Couch had nine total stops for 
the day.  Sophomore mechanical 
engineer Jordan Martin brought 
down a 52-yard interception re-
turn to set up the offense with a 
quick-scoring drive.
Despite the best efforts of the 
Engineers, Hanover outscored 
the Engineers, keeping them at 
24 points until the end of the 
fourth quarter while the Panthers 
continued to accumulate points. 
Junior quarterback C.J. Croft 
completed 22 of 36 passes for 288 
yards and three touchdowns; he 
led the Hanover offense by rush-
ing for 125 yards for two scores. 
Junior Daniel Passafiume com-
pleted thirteen receptions to add 
twelve points to the scoreboard 
for Hanover.
Saturday’s game brought Rose-
Hulman to a 1-2 record while 
Hanover College improved to 2-2. 
Tomorrow at 2 p.m. the Engineers 
will take on Manchester College in 
the Homecoming game.
Hanover topples Rose
Kyle Kovach rushed for 121 yards and com-





NFL season to be-
come 18 games
The debate over an 18-game NFL sea-
son is over, said Colts president Bill 
Polian during his weekly radio show 
Monday night.  Twice he called the 
regular season extension a “fait accom-
pli,” but officially nothing has changed. 
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
and league owners have expressed 
their desire for the 2-game extension, 
but neither the owners nor the NFL 
Players Association has approved the 
decision.  Polian claimed to a caller 
Monday night that the lack of official 
change is just a formality, and the two 
sides are trying to work out a collec-
tive bargaining agreement before the 
expiration of the current agreement in 
March.  Colts players Peyton Manning 
and Jeff Saturday, among others, have 
argued against the extension, claiming 
it would hurt undrafted rookies and 
possibly lead to more injuries, affecting 
roster sizes considerably.  For that rea-
son, coaches such as Jim Caldwell have 
stated they will also fight for larger ros-




The Philadelphia Phillies beat the 
Washington Nationals Monday night 
to win their fourth consecutive NL East 
title.  The 8-0 victory brought the Phil-
lies a shot at their third consecutive 
National League championship and it 
signaled the first title for pitcher Roy 
Halladay, who played a major part in 
the win for Philadelphia.  After spend-
ing 12 years playing for Toronto, Halla-
day moved to Philadelphia and helped 
clinch the playoff spot with a two-hitter 
against the Nationals.  After a less-
than-impressive start to the season, 
the Phillies recorded a 20-5 record in 
September to help slide into prime po-
sition.  Meanwhile, the New York Yan-
kees and the Tampa Bay Rays are each 
one win from clinching a postseason 
slot and will take on the Blue Jays and 
Orioles to try to clinch a playoff spot.
Jim Furyk wins 
FedEx Cup
Oversleeping didn’t stop American 
professional golfer Jim Furyk from 
claiming the FedEx Cup grand prize of 
$10 million.  At age 40, Furyk claimed 
the richest prize in golf after an over-
sleeping disqualification kept him 
from participating in the Barclays, the 
first playoff event.  He also lost a lot of 
potential points by missing an earlier 
event that many thought pushed him 
out of contention.  Having worked him-
self into a deep hole points-wise, Furyk 
knew he had to win the Tour Champi-
onship to have a shot at the FedEx Cup, 
and he did just that.  After building a 
three-shot lead, the rain hit in Atlanta 
and brought England’s Luke Donald 
to within one point.  But a successful 
desperate shot out of the bunker on 
the eighteenth hole set up a dramatic 
win that netted Jim Furyk $11.35 mil-
lion, $1.35 million for winning the 
Tour Championship and the huge bo-
nus for winning the FedEx Cup. He 
will continue playing this Friday for 
the U.S. Ryder Cup team that takes 
on Europe at Celtic Manor in Wales.
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In a school where the 
student population hovers 
around 20 percent female 
and the females have only 
been in attendance for 15 
years, it wouldn’t be a sur-
prise that the male sports 
have had their fair share of 
success in the long history of 
Rose-Hulman.
Tennis is now the second 
sport in recent history where 
the women’s side has reached 
a major milestone before the 
men’s side. In 2007, the wom-
en’s soccer team won a confer-
ence title and made an NCAA 
Tournament Appearance, the 
year before the men’s soccer 
team past the same milestone 
for the first time.
This season, the women’s 
tennis team has done the 
same, winning the Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (HCAC) Regular Season 
Championship, posting a per-
fect 8-0 record in conference 
play.
This is not the year that 
Rose-Hulman was expected 
to win a women’s title. 2010 
graduate Sam Danesis was 
the best player the player has 
had, setting many records 
and named HCAC Women’s 
Tennis Player of the Year for 
all four years. “She’s set all the 
records and everything and 
that was fine and dandy,” said 
Head Coach Dan Hopkins. 
“But in essence, we kind of 
had two teams because she 
was above or better than all 
the rest of them. She was do-
ing what she was doing and 
that was great, but the rest of 
them weren’t progressing as 
best they could.”
But this year is different 
Hopkins told The Rose Thorn. 
“We got two seniors in Megan 
Chann and Klara Schroederus 
and the rest are all freshman 
and sophomores,” he said. 
“They just gel. From the day 
that we came out here, the 
right things took place; they 
got together, it was well or-
ganized, they played matches, 
they got to know each other, 
and put a bunch of pressure 
on each other.”
With Danesis out of the pic-
ture, senior mechanical engi-
neering major Megan Chann 
has stepped into the leader-
ship position.
“She kind of played a sec-
ondary role the past three 
years,” said Hopkins, “and 
she’s the one who got this 
thing started this year. She’s 
just got a great attitude and 
she’s gotten better. She hits 
the ball tough. She’s mentally 
gotten tougher, she’s a good 
leader, and she’s kept every-
one focused on what we’re 
trying to do.”
Chann is also very happy 
with how far the team has 
come.
“I’m really excited about 
it,” she said. “We have a really 
great team this year. Every-
body really gets along well to-
gether. Everyone works hard. 
I was so pumped up coming 
into this season, I knew we 
were going to get a lot of new 
players. It just turned out to 
be a really hard working team 
and a very exciting season.”
The women’s tennis team 
will compete in the HCAC 
Women’s Tennis Tourna-
ment as the number one seed 
on Friday, October 15 in In-
dianapolis, where the winner 
automatically qualifies for the 
NCAA Tournament.
Women’s tennis claims first-ever 
regular season conference title
EnginEEr ScorEboard
Women’s Tennis
9 - 1 (8 - 0 HCAC)
Men’s Soccer
4 - 5 - 2 (1 - 0 - 0 HCAC)
Football
1 - 2 (0 - 1 HCAC)
Sep 25





2 - 8 - 0 (0 - 1 - 0 HCAC)
Sep 25-26
  DePauw Small College Classic
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of Technology scored five 
goals on 12 shots to defeat 
Millikin University 5-0 
in men’s soccer action on 
Tuesday night.
Sophomore B.J. Thomp-
son led the offensive at-
tack with two goals. Junior 
Clint Vatterrodt also had a 
four-point night with one 
goal and two assists.
Thompson put the Engi-
neers on the board in the 
eighth minute on a double 
assist from senior Corbin 
Clow and Vatterrodt.
The lead grew to 2-0 
at the intermission on a 
score by senior Nick Race 
in the 40th minute. Senior 
Eric Myers was credited 
with the assist.
Rose-Hulman’s advan-
tage reached 3-0 on a 
score by Vatterrodt in the 
74th minute. Clow and 
senior Mitchell Ishmael 
provided the assists.
Junior Tim Hollings-
head increased the lead 
to 4-0 on a score from 
Vatterrodt in the 78th 
minute. Thompson round-
ed out the scoring on a 
goal, courtesy of an assist 
from sophomore Joe Byrd 
in the 85th minute.
Rose-Hulman outshot 
Millikin 12-7 in the con-
test, with Vatterrodt and 
senior Paul Bouagnon re-
corded three shots each. 
Junior Eric Davenport tal-
lied four saves in the shut-
out.
Rose-Hulman improved 
to 4-5-2 on the season, 
while Millikin dropped 
to 4-5. The Fightin’ Engi-
neers host Mount St. Jo-
seph in Heartland Colle-
giate Athletic Conference 
action tomorrow.
Men’s soccer tops Millikin
Corbin Clow recorded a pair of as-
sists as part of Rose-Hulman’s 5-0 




4 - 5 - 2 (1 - 0 - 0 HCAC)
Football
1 - 2 (0 - 1 HCAC)
Women’s Soccer
2 - 8 - 0 (0 - 1 - 0 HCAC)
Volleyball
12 - 5 (0 - 1 HCAC)
  Transylvania Univ.
  vs. Rose-Hulman
    Hulbert Arena
2pm
  Mt. St. Joseph
  vs. Rose-Hulman
    Jim Rendel Field
3pm
  Manchester College
  vs. Rose-Hulman
    Cook Stadium
2pm
  Mt. St. Joseph
  vs. Rose-Hulman
    Jim Rendel Field
1pm
All events occur on Saturday, October 2
A brand new banner at the Joy Hulbert 
Tennis Center shows the recent accom-
plishment of the women’s tennis team.
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
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Wacky prof quotes
“…the undead are de-
manding equal rights.   
Vampire power!!” 
 — Dr. House. Don’t 
forget about zombies... 
they were people too!
“So these proteins car-
jack the motor protein 
and take it for a joyride 
all the way along the 
microtubules.”
 —Dr. Coppinger.  It’s 
like a tiny, tiny ver-
sion of GTA... without 
the tracksuits.
“Are they safer? NO! Be-
cause they [the enemy] 
have a mega cannon on 
a ship controlled by an 
elephant.”
 —Dr. Casey.  The 
worst part is that 
the elephant holds a 
grudge.  Forever.
“I went to the vet... and 
there was a doggy bak-
ery; having just come 
back from China, that 
had a whole different 
meaning.” 
 — Dr. Yoder.  Fresh, 
hot beagles!  Get your 
sesame-seed beagles 
here!
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today we salute you, Mr. Plaid-Coated Alumnus.  You have faced the trials of undergraduate 
education and triumphed, proudly displaying your countless slide-rule scars, calculator cal-
luses, and the permanent bags under your eyes like the hard-fought accolades of a war hero.  
Decades may have passed since you last faced the prospect of an all-nighter, but the Chauncey 
Rose plaid you proudly possess warns that you are ready to leap into action at a moment’s 
notice should equations need balancing or systems need solving.  You hail from a time before 
energy drinks, before computers, before EPA regulations, and before women; a time when 
men were men, bonfires were twelve stories tall, and you did your homework in your own 
blood and liked it.  It was a time when there were barracks instead of residence halls because 
every day was a battle, a time when you walked uphill into the wind through three feet of snow 
while brimstone rained from the sky just to get to your 8 a.m. class.  Early.  But now, sitting 
proudly behind the wheel of a sleek silver Porsche, you return victorious to your old stomping 
grounds, ready to regale whippersnappers with stories of how real engineering was done.  So 
here’s to you, Mr. Plaid-Coated Alumnus.  Please don’t be alarmed if we take pictures of your 
car… it’s only worth more than our entire education.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I disclaim in very, very small font which only about half of you read.  All unattributed conted was written by Noël Spurgeon, whose proposal to get more funding for a new Thorn fridge is currently up for sponsorship.  Don’t everyone stand up at 
once.  Hurrah Homecoming!  No one go touch the fire, okay?  That’s what the telescoping roasting forks are for.  Welcome back alums!  To those in the plaid jackets: if you see a tired-looking woman dressed like a homeless person, please give her money.  It’s probably me.
Matt Melton • enough said
10. Employability  — they already have a job.
9. Vehicle — they have a Lambourghini (a real one, not a Hot 
Wheels one).
8. Nine square inches of hair.
7. Scenic locale — at least, scenes that you want to see.
6. About 57 fewer SharePoint Personals daily.
5. A fantastic sense of fashion.
4. A wife, kids, or a divorce: pick 2 (choose wisely. Very 
wisely).
3. Quality of beer (but not alcohol tolerance... that might 
actually get worse).
2. Naps — theirs are salaried.
1. Respect — People suck up to them.
Ed. Note: We’re not sucking up to alumni. Promise.
Top “10” Ten
Differences between a plaid 
and you
The most interesting engineer in the 
world
Eric Reed • Seasoned bonfire warrior
Matt Melton • Runner-up
He knows the last digit of pi... 
and the one after that. He raced 
darkness and won. He can cal-
culate power using nothing but 
real numbers and a paper clip. 
He solved the quintic, the sex-
tic, the septic, and is working 
on the octic as we speak.
This man can reverse entropy 
and considers exergy destruc-
tion a mild inconvenience to his 
perfectly efficent turbine. He 
can push a rope and once con-
structed a suspension bridge 
across the Bering Strait using 
nothing but toothpicks and a 
travel pack of dental floss. His 
concrete bends for fear of his 
wrath if it breaks.
His translation software is 
completely accurate, but he 
refuses to disclose it because 
he finds Engrish amusing. He 
once crashed his computer 
just to see what it felt like and 
repaired the blue screen of 
death with a knowing wink and 
a nod. He knows Maple (all 
of it), and his MATLAB pro-
grams actually give him what 
he wants.
 He knows whether 
Schrödinger’s cat is alive or 
dead (without looking) and has 
conclusive proof of the Higgs 
Boson.  His pitching arm func-
tions as a particle accelerator, 
and his sweat is classified as an 
illegal, preformance-enhanc-
ing substance in the MLB.
He’s taken A-Chem, O-
Chem, P-Chem, and Z-Chem. 
If you don’t know what Z-
Chem is, you probably can’t do 
it. He wrote the ConApps so-
lution manual. He does all of 
his engineering drawings with 
non-Euclidian geometry (and 
without AutoCAD).
He beat the Lich King at lev-
el 6, alone, and even though he 
doesn’t have a girlfriend, she 
would be level 70 if he did. His 
pocket protector is made of 
the hide of an alligator that he 
killed with his bare hands and 
his slide rule is carved from 
the tusk of a 500 pound wild 
boar that he stared to death. 
He once saved an entire Pe-
ruvian village from a flood by 
rerouting a river with sheer 
willpower.
He dips, ducks, dives, 
dodges, and weaves, complet-
ing tests in half the time and 
twelve-page labs before the 
end of the period. He is a heart-
breaker, a master of seduction, 
a scholar, and a gentleman. He 
is... the most interesting engi-
neer in the world.
And yet, he still has to study 
at Rose.http://community.livejournal.com/ohnotheydidnt
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